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Satyavrat
Bhargava is a cop
with conviction!
With his faith
firmly rooted in
the honesty is the
best policy maxim,
only the truth will
set you free from
the handcufts of
this policeman

By Roxaxye MEHTA

ohit Srivastava and Gogondesp
M Kochar hod no idea whot was

in store when they submitiad
their comic book to be considered for
Comic Con's freshly introduced Grant
for Best Unpublished Work. This grant
was lounched fo encourage budding
Indian comic book writers and orfists af
last year's Delhi Comic Con. And en-
couraged they were when they become
the first ever winners of the gront for
their comic book, ‘Satya Police’. They
won a cosh prize of 50,000 and o
publication deal from Pop Culture Pub-
lishing. This comic book made its debut
at the Delhi Comic Con last month.

Kochor and Srivastova were actually
oblivious of the Comic Con grant, They
were going to create just a single poge
of their comic book and participate in
another contest ot Comic Con 2012,
In the midst of that, Srivastava learned
about the grant and with just five doys
before the deadline they thought “Satya
Police” deserved o chance for o gront
consideration. They then went head-
long ond submitted the first five poges
of the comic book along with o short
synopsis of the stary.

The idea for “Satya Police” stemmed
from the familiar human fantasy of ac-
quiring  superpowers,  Unfortunately,
superpowers ane far-flung from the di-

mensions  of
reality, and it
was  this  ime-
possibility
that triggered
the idea for
‘Sotya Po-
lice’. Srivas-
fova WS
reburning
from o reg-
ular  office
day when
he realized
that there
is in foct
@ Super
power fhaot
anyone
can  pos-
sess  and
wse: ‘The
Power of
Truth”, “Ad
first, it dlicd
sound
funny

and

wague
at  the
same

Hirme

but |

davel-

oped this one liner, finished the script

and shared it with my close friend and
portner, Gogandeep. He liked it and
we took the concept forword,” says
Srivastava,

‘Sotya Police’ is the story about
Satyovrat Bhargovo, o policeman driv-
en by the power of truth, It is believed
that when someone oftempts to fell
a lie in his presence, his Satya Sense
starts fingling. This man is in foct an
icon of honesty; his shadow is literally
white, and his gun holster sheathes
a boomerang. Sotyavrat hos his own
vary unconventional, odd but legal
woys of fighting crime. Srivastova says,
“All thot we con say for now is, fo the
holy and the good, he will bring his
protection. But fo the evil and wrang
doers he will bring "Satya-MNeosh’” He

is without doubt an extroordinary cop.
Kochar says that readers will fall for his
courage, ever ready plan of action and
shiny teath.

‘Satga Police” is Srivastova’s first
attempt ot wriing @ comic book. He
generally writes for onimation media.
Adapting to o differant style wosn't dif-
ficult but thera were fricky spots. When
he started, he wosn't even sure of all the
processes imvolved in creating o comig
bock. As he was working he realized
that he could illustrale in the same
panel in probobly o hundred different
ways but choosing the best of those con
sometimes prove fo be the biggest chal-
lenge. “Having o greot idea is just half
the work; conveying it effectively and

FEATURE

10T Rop & Soday LyHuRng




i

FL& \bk ﬂ.\ \L“mﬁ
{ r. g

“"'h-..-——_""‘"-.._-

ﬂ 3 .
R v 2
3%
1

[




It couldn’t have been betfer,” soys Ko-
char., Their winning moment leagt yeor
was one of absolute exhilaralion. “They
hodn't even finished the announcement
completely and | hed already run aoross
the hallway to grab the opportunity of
o litetime. Apart from the thrill, excile-
ment and crazy jolts of laughter that |
Wa5 Going fhrw:lugh_. the event also did
boost a lot of confidence and motiva.
tion in me. On this note, | would like to
thank Comic Con, cgain, for the won-
derful opporiunity,” soys srivostava, He
also zoys that there are mony oppartu-
nifies ovailable for arfists. *| think thera
are plenty of places and opportunities
out there, Whot artists ond story-tellers
hove to do is keep trying fo reach these
ploces, sioy oifenfive and be owore
af such organizations, axhibitions and
bodies. Sooner or later, everyone gets
noticed and offered a chance.® Kochar
says that as an artist he is also olwaoys
on the prowl fesr opporfunities where he
con showcase his work. “Comic Con is
a hub for artists, fons ond storytellers.
Missing out Comic Con is missing out a
big opporiunity,” he soys

The first valume of ‘Satya Police” is
in the final stages of praduction and is
due to be released very soon. Volume
I will see him getting transferred fo o
remole city thaot has lest all hope for
sanity and justice Yalume 1 took rlcur;y
a year to finish, but the publishers are

confident to  release
bwo  mone  wolumes
in 18 month's fime,
The sioryline is ready
and the script of the
second volume s cur
renfly in the works,
Check out more details
about the release and
order of ‘Satyo Police’
ot www.comicconindia.
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Gogandeep Aftar finishing
Kochar grew up high school with
in Ludhiana, Pun- o science bock-
job where ha kapt ground,  Mohit
himsalf busy with Srivastov’s  only
skefching, paint- plan was to go
_ing, sports, Car- home and plunge
foon  Metwork, infte  his comic
Disnay  movies, book chest. Driv-
W Bollywood and a en by the urge to
Gagandeep ~ 1o MOt e
Kochar He hod a through graphic

great fime in school moking cori-
catures of his teachers which once
earned him a slop. After high schoal,
he went to MIT institute of Design,
Pune for Animaoftion film Design
course in 20056. Here he met some
really tolented people who hove in-
Lspﬁr&d and motivated him.

media, he pursued o course in Design
from MIT Institute of Design, Pune.
He's been working in the animation
industry with Content and Story De-
velopment for the past two years, but
he recenily quit his job to further ex-
plare his skills and work on his own,

His website is www.penciliree.com y
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