BEHIND THE BARS WITH

ATYA POLICE

AN INTERROGATION OF MOHIT SRIVASTAV AND GAGANDEEP KOCHAR

i

Sai Yoguin

Satya Police: Satyavrat Bhargavaisa documented by a news channel, live in
renowned and beloved police man. who has | action, while he saves the world in the
dedicated every inch of his body to most unconventional ways. However. our
serving the nation with truth and justice. hero finds himself in distress when a plot
The man literally has a white shadow and against him, transfers him to a city that
is armed with a boomerang. His life is has lost all hope for sanity and justice.
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In 2012, Comic Con India
started the CCl Awards for
the excellence in comics and
graphic medium in India. At
the same time a special grant
was allocated for the up &
coming comics & graphic
novel creators, for which
entries were called upon
from all across the country.
And after a stiff competition,
we finally had the first ever
winners of the Independent
Grant for Best Unpublished
Work - Satya Police by Mohit
Shrivastav & Gagandeep
Kochar. IC) corners the duo
in this issue to find the
answers to who Satya is,
where does he come from &
what is his story...

Tell us a little bit about
your backgrounds.

Mahit: Till the maoment |
cheared my 12th standard

e from science as my
prirmary subject from Liscknow,
I had no clue what 1o take up
a3 oy career. Lot of thmes |
would sketch superheroes in
iy examination papers and
classwork books. Probably
these indicated thar, its tirme
1o take awary all the notebooks
s give e 3 shetchbook |
gracaeabed i Andmation Decign
from Bdit's institute of Design,
Pune and hawe been working
since & year now. | am fond of
pelling stories and dketching
oul concepts for comic strips,
characters and animation
Frces.

Gagandesp: My interest in ant
started at a very carky age |
grew u in Ludhiana (Punjak).
As 3 kb | weas into sketching ,
painting, sports, Disney

i Caroon network. hindi
miovies and a bit of hollywood
at times.| had some great time
in schiool making caricatures of
vy teachers and this one time

| got slapped for the same.
Alffter High school | went to MIT
institute of Design ,Pune for
Anamation film Design courts
in 2006 Where | met iome
rieally tabentid people whio
harwe inspined and mothated
T,

How did the idea of doing

a graphic novel, Satya
Police, come to you?

Mohit: | had wanted 1o create
ey own graphsc novel since
the time | was in fifth standard.
But | never knew if | had the
requined skills. Once, | wad
heading back to home after a
tedious regular office day,
wihen | wisheed | had some
SUPET POWErS L0 J45iSt me in
facing oy claidy life challenges.
But sadly super powers are
fantasy. Well, the idea was
irventied then and there
There's one power, that exists
in reality and every individual
can hold it, use it. The power
of “Truth'. it did sound vague
and funrey a1 the same time. |
finished the script for first five
pages and shared it with my
partner and close friend,
Gagandeep. He loved it and we
together developed it. At this
point | realized | may not hanee
the required skills but | have
the power of Truth guiding me
and we starbed working on it

‘Was there any special
reason to make the hero

| of your novel a police

inspector? Was there any
particular inspiration?

Mahit: Police appears when
the hero in the movie has
already rendered the bad guys,
unconscious.” This is the mage
wit want U0 change. People
huree all sorts of opinkons for
the system and how it works.
We want all to believe in our
saviors. The graphic novel
“Satya Police” not only
enertains you with its double

layer of haemor, but also aims
at establishing faith on police
services. Mothing is invented
withoast an insparation. |
wouldn say something
particularly inspired me but
few of the events and
experiences from my own
life did, play a part.

Gagandeep: Dur aam is (o
create tomething that nspires

good.

Did you expect anything
before sending out your
project for the Comic Con
India grant?

Maohit: Absolutely nothing.
Initially we did not think we'll
b able 1o stand ampathens n
this category. We had decided
to send 15t page of our comic
for a different competition
taking place in the 2nd Annual
Inddian Comic Con. But, when
thare were bets than 5 days left
io the deadling of submission
for the Comic Con India Grant
category, we suddenly decided
to go for it \We realized that
Comic Con India had got a
maisive response for this
category.Tll the moment Satya
Police won the Grant, | was
nervous, hoping but not sune,
But Gagandeep wat tomithow
pretty confident about it. You
should azk him what was his
Serret.

Gagandeep: This s our first

time making a comic. We were
really happy to finish 5 pages
in & days for the entry and we
were guite confident about it

Which were the comics
you followed az a kid?

Maohit: | was never too
particular with my cholce for
comic books. | wat baically
interested in colored frames
with speech bubbles | clearby
remember, mrry (rst comic ook
wat 3 Haj Comic mwee called

"Magina ka Jaal', it wai the
time, when | did not even
ko i tio read. Later, |
started reading Diamond
comics , Amar Chitra Katha, Raj
Comics, Tinkle, Asterix and
Oibelix, Detective Comics and
Marvel Comics.

Gagandeep:

1 haven't really followed
combcs a5 @ kid besides few
from Batman and Superman,
But | do now. | was gheed to
sy mcvies and cartoon
stk 2l the time when |
was akid My favorites ane
Capiain Flanet, Power Pulf
Girts, Tales Spin, Popoye,
Dexcter, Aladdin. and the kst
goes on.

| Among present day

comic book writers &
artists, whose works do
you follow & why?

Maohit: Among writers | am
fond of fearbess writing style of
Frank Milker and plots
developed by Jeph Loeb and
Damon Lindelol Other than
that Geoff Johna's Blackest
Night from Detective comics
and Suhas Sundar's Odayan
wirre excelient pleces of
writing. Among artists | admine
Esad Ribic for Marvel's Loki

| sevies and Jim Lee for Batman's

Hush. | alvo kowve the artwork
for Daksh done by Biboswan
Bode and Nearaj Menon. There
are & lot of other names like
Leind Francis Yu, but | am
afrasd we can't cover all of
them here Also, | want to
specially mention and
congratulate Libera Articti's
entine team for their work
Auto Pilot Graphic Novel. Story
tedling as well as the artwork,

Gagandeep: | am big fan of
Frank miller and Stan lee they
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Is Satya Police like any
other cop chasing the bad
guys & saving the city, or
is there something
different?

Mohit: Let me tedl you thres
facts about gur hero, Satyarerat
Bhargava.

1. Hi: i Laded wath the ullsmate
power ol truth. That i wiy his
shadow also has become
white, teraily,

Z. He has 2 small temple inside
and offers sweets and fhowers
o the God in that emple. This
masch |5 quite oodinary bt

what you don't know it that, in

place of the God's statue in the
temple, there's a picture ol

Mother Teresa.

3. Satyawral carries 3 gun
haltter everywhere be poes.
But it doesn't havwe a gun.
instead, it has a boomerang. In
Thee wegrels. of Sty Sir himsedl-
“Basrood jeb me nahi, jiim me
hona chahiye]"The list i
endbeis but bets just settle for
these three facts for nowe |
beheve this anwers you well.

Gagandesp: Well he s kicking
a lot & *5% in the comic, and
o s @ ot different from a
regular cop. Grab a copy to
firsd Ot mone.

How do you generally
team up to develop the
plot? Tell us a little bit
about your brainstorming
SESEIOMNS.

Mohit: We finich office work
earhe Go 1o undiscoversd
coffies places in the city,
discuss our concepts ot odd
howrs and make sure we ane
not koud. We then formulate a
It of situatons, gags and plots
and select the best of them
and work upon them. We
ahwarys take one very

important precaution during
theesr seisions. We make sure
we are surrounded with lots of

Gagandeep: Before developing
the plot specially for the first
VOlUMe W g oUrsehaes
appromimatiehy a momth time to
hrainsionm on the ideas and
concepls for Satya. We would
get iddai at very unexpected
situalsone for example at
traffic lights ,office meetings,
inside elevatons, oo

After a month we dicuiied all
our wWritlen contepts and
developed the plot. And
whatever sounds interesting
and cowancing we po with
that.

Is Satya Police just a one-
off graphic novel or are
you planning to make it a
series?

Mohit: ity delinitely a series.
Satya Police 5 not just a story,
its 2 legend. Just one book is
oo srmall to cover the
adventures and challenges in
Satyawrat Bhargava's life.
Reader s will enjpoy the jounmisy
% maich 3% how the begend
Ends.

Gagandeep: fes making it into
a weried is the plan of action

and | am dying 1o see prople’s
reaction on the first Kue,

Other than Satya Police,
what other ideas are you
two working on?

Mobhit: As a mutual
agrisemanit, we have decided
we will not get distracted by
other prosects for now and
gbve full concentration and
ebiclar At T Satya Police
series, Otherwie, we have a
e ideas, ot only in the
ComniC meedium, but also in
animation. Lets hope we
orwty improwe, beaom and
imiplement all
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Gagandesp: s cnly satya for
AL

We will never believe that
it has been a pretty
smiooth ride for you two
o0 far. So tell us frankly
about the dash of
opinions you had while
developing the concept?
How did you resolve the
differences?

Miohit: Mirsculoushy, we rarely
clash at openions. its because,
brfore we start our project, we
decide who will take the final
calls on what aspects of the

| project. Then we fill in our

apinions and trust each other
with the work one it
responsible for and the
decisions he takes.

Gagandesp: Dur first preodily
s wharays beeen & pood woripl.

| Sowhoever among two of us

comes up with a good idea we
finalize that We both
underitand owr robes very well

| if there are any clash of

| opinkgns or amything we try to
| ok it in rmanner for what ic
| best lor the comic.

I wousld give our team fiowr and

| a half star.

| 5o your book is currently

under production ... are
you nervous thinking
about the reaction of the
readers?

Mohit: Fingers Cronsed. | am
scared. | have become religious
all of a sudden. | pray regularhy
these days. i owr first Graphsc
vl We are still learming,
implementing and exploring.
Lets just hope our efforts

| Gagandesp: There iz nothing
| (e rverviias About and | am
really looksng forward to
EVErOnES reaction e
haven't restricted ourselves on
readers age groun as there s
something for every one of us

shadow, who never smales, i
wt hanee the best make up and
G artisis, may be Nana
Patekar, provided that Patekar
i agrees o join a gy and
increase his chest sire
incredibly. Sometimes when |
am sketching the comic
framis, Satyavwal's attitude
remands me of him. Except for
the tact that Satyavrat talks
masch less than the typecal
character of Nana Patekar in
PTDAIES,

Gagandeep: The question is
already malkang me feed like 3
miovie star and Satya as a
monvie will be incredible. |
would bowe to play a3 Satya but
only if people can digest my
acting skills. Also gyming and
Beecome my first pridsrity.

in that case | think it will be
tough .

I think John Abraham will be

bast for this role.




